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ABSTRACT
The relationship between religious fundamentalism and
personality was examined.

Over 150 students total, from two

Midwestern universities were administered the NEO PI-R and
the Religious Fundamentalism Scale.

It was predicted that

the individuals who scored highly on the RF Scale would
score significantly higher on the Neuroticism scale and
significantly lower on the Openness scale of the NEO PI-R
than the non-fundamentalists.

Results of the study

confirmed the prediction that Openness would be
significantly lower for fundamentalists,
11.093, E < 0 . 001.

K

(1, 103)

=

Results did not confirm the prediction

that Neuroticism would be significantly higher for
fundamentalists, but showed that Agreeableness was
significantly higher for fundamentalists,
11.127, E < 0.001.

K

(1,103)

=

Possible reasons for the differences in

personality scores between fundamentalists and nonfundamentalists were discussed, as well as suggestions for
future research in this area.
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Religion plays a major role in the lives of many
individuals in the world today, and it can be a defin ing
characteristic of who that individual is.

Research in

personality psychology makes an attempt to identify the
defining characteristics of individuals.

As a result,

analysis of the relationship between religious belief and
personality is important.

Much of the previous research in

this area has involved use of the Eysenck Personality
Questionnaire (EPQ; Eysenck & Eysenck, 1975) which was
designed to measure personality in non-normal populations
and has yielded mixed results.

However, there exists an

instrument designed to measure personality in normal
populations.

This instrument is called the NEO Personality

Inventory (NEO PI-R; Costa & McCrae, 1992.)

The NEO PI-R

measures personality constructs such as openness to new
experience that are not measured by the EPQ.

Openness to

new experience has been shown to be a measurable difference
between fundamentalists and non-fundamentalists
(Streyffeler, 1998).

As a result, the NEO may be a more

effective instrument than the EPQ when doing research in
this area.
Studies involving personality and religious attitudes
or religiosity have examined the relationship between
religiosity and psychoticisrn (Kay, 1981; Francis & Pearson,
1985a; Caird, 1987; Maltby, Talley, Cooper, & Leslie, 1994),

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism
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neuroticism (Francis, Pearson, Carter, & Kay, 1981; Francis,
1992), extraversion (Francis & Pearson, 1985b), and
introversion (Francis, Pearson, & Kay, 1983).

None of those

studies involved the use of the NEO PI-R, since this
inventory has only recently become more popular.

The

development of the revised NEO instrument (NEO PI-R) has
occurred in just the last ten years, while the EPQ has been
used in studies since the 1970's.

It is primarily for this

reason that the EPQ has been used in studies of religion
rather than the NEO PI-R.
growing in popularity .

However, use of the NEO PI-R is

Because of the unique scales it

measures and because it is designed to measure personality
constructs of a normal population, its use is possibly more
appropriate in this study than the use of the EPQ.
The NEO was developed as a result of three decades of
research in the construction of five orthogonal personality
trait dimensions. These five dimensions are known as the
five-factor model of personality (FFM) and have been
labeled: Neuroticism, the tendency to experience negative
affect, such as anxiety, depression, and hostility;
Extraversion, which reflects the quantity and intensity of
one's interpersonal interactions; Openness to Experience,
the proactive seeking and appreciation of new experiences;
Agreeableness, the quality of one's interpersonal
interactions along a continuum from compassion to
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antagonism; and, finally, Conscientiousness, the
persistence, organization, and motivation exhibited in goaldirected behaviors (Costa & McCrae, 1985). This five factor
model has "been shown to provide an adequate taxonomy of
personality characteristics."

(Piedmont, Williams, &

Ciarrocchi, 1997; Digman, 1990; Goldberg, 1993; Mccrae &
John, 1992) .
Both the EPQ and NEO PI-R have been used to measure
religious attitudes, but most of these studies have not
addressed the personality characteristics of religious
fundamentalists.

Altemeyer and Hunsberger (1992) have

described religious fundamentalism as " ...a system of beliefs
which holds that there is one set of religious teachings
that clearly contains the fundamental, basic, intrinsic,
essential, and inherent truth about humanity and deity; that
this essential truth is fundamentally opposed by forces of
evil which must be vigorously fought;

that this truth must

be followed today according to the fundamental, unchangeable
practices of the past; and that those who believe and follow
these fundamental teachings have a special relationship with
the deity.".
Some recent studies involving the NEO in personality
and religion have involved comparing self and religious
imagery.

Two of these studies involved asking individuals

to create a personality profile of Jesus Christ using one
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measure of the FFM (Piedmont, Williams, & Ciarrocchi, 1997;
Ciarrocchi, Piedmont, & Williams, 1998).

These studies also

used the NEO Five Factor Inventory (NEO-FFI; Costa & Mccrae,
1992) as a measure of self- evaluation by the participants.
Meaningful distinctions and significant similarities were
shown between gender and comparisons of self and religious
imagery respectively.

Use of the NEO in the aforementioned

studies is similar to this study in that all involve
examination of personality and religiosity.

Religious Fundamentalism and Personality
Few studies have been done involving the relationship
between religious fundamentalism and personality.

One such

study involved use of the NEO-FFI to measure personality
characteristics of fundamentalist and liberal Protestant
Christians (Streyffeler & McNally, 1998) .

Results of this

study found no significant differences between the two
groups in terms of neuroticism, extraversion,
conscientiousness, and agreeableness. Streyffeler and
McNally's study involved separation of liberals and
fundamentalists by attendance at particular churches, while
this study will involve use of Altemeyer and Hunsberger's RF
Scale to separate fundamentalist from non-fundamentalist
individuals.

Use of the RF Scale to measure level of
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fundamentalist belief rather than by mere church attendance
may help yield more significant, meaningful results.
Previous studies have shown varying relationships
between religiosity and personality. Many studies, in fact,
have found opposing findings from prior studies. Nearly all
of these studies suggest that more research be done
examining such a relationship in order to clarify the
relationship between personality and religious beliefs .
None of the studies mentioned thus far have involved use of
the NEO PI-R along with use of the RF Scale to measure
personality and level of religious fundamentalism. It is
believed that use of the RF Scale will help separate true
fundamentalist religious believers from non-fundamentalists,
thereby measuring more accurate personality differences
between these groups.
Past studies have used church attendance as a measure
of whether or not a given individual was to be considered
fundamentalist.

This study will improve upon this method by

using a more scientific means of determining the
individual's religious beliefs.

Use of the Religious

Fundamentalist Scale (RF Scale; Altemeyer & Hunsberger,
1992) will be utilized specifically to determine the degree
of fundamentalist religious beliefs in an individual .
As stated earlier, the various forms of the NEO, including
the NEO-FFI and the NEO PI-R, measure five personality
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factors.

These factors are neuroticism, extraversion,

openness to experience, conscientiousness, and
agreeableness.

This study will involve asking a sample of

college students from two midwestern universities to
participate in research that will examine the relationship
between personality and religious fundamentalism, using the
NEO PI - R as the measure of personality, and the Religious
Fundamentalism Scale as the measure of religious
fundamentalism (Altemeyer & Hunsberger, 1992).
This study will serve to determine whether or not there
are overall personality differences between fundamentalist
religious and non-fundamentalist individuals.

Whether one's

personality is a determinant of religious beliefs or vice
versa will not be gleaned from this study, but results of
this investigation will provide a basis for future research
in this area.
The sample of subjects for this study will be chosen
from a middle-sized fundamentalist Christian university in
the Midwest and a middle-sized public university in the
Midwest for the purpose of obtaining as many fundamentalist
religious and non-fundamentalist individuals as possible.
All of the subjects will be asked to complete the Religious
Fundamentalism Scale (RF Scale; Altemeyer & Hunsbereger,
1992) and the NEO Personality Inventory, Revised (NEO PI-R;
Costa & Mccrae, 1992).

Subjects will be separated into
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either a fundamentalist or non-fundamentalist group based on
scores on the RF Scale, and the NEO PI-R will be used to
measure personality characteristics of the subjects.
It is predicted that fundamentalists will have
significantly higher neuroticism scaled scores than nonfundamentalists, a relationship that has been analyzed with
mixed results by Francis (1981; 1983).
did not incorporate use of the NEO.

However, that study

It is also predicted

that fundamentalists will have significantly lower openness
to experience scaled scores than non - fundamentalists, as was
found in Streyffeler's study (1998).

It is hypothesized

that no significant difference will be found between
fundamentalists and non-fundamentalists on the extraversion,
conscientiousness, and agreeableness scales.

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism
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Method
Participants

One hundred and fifty university students

were solicited to participate in this study.

The

participating universities include Olivet Nazarene
University, a private, smaller, fundamentalist Christian
university, and Eastern Illinois University, a mid-sized,
public, state-funded university.

These participants were

recruited through programs that give the students either
required or extra credit points in their courses of study.
Subjects will be grouped into the religious fundamentalist
category or the non-fundamentalist category based on their
scores on the RF Scale.

Materials

Participants in this study will receive a

packet of materials to complete.

This packet, not including

the NEO PI-R, is included in Appendix A.
The informed consent form includes a brief statement
about what the study is about, a guarantee of
confidentiality, a notice that they may withdraw from the
study at any time, and a location for their signature which
indicates willing participation in the study.
The demographic information form includes a place to
indicate gender, age, and denomination.

A code number at

the top of each packet will be used to identify each
individual when data analysis is performed.
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The NEO PI-R (Costa & Mccrae, 1992) consists of 240
statements intended to measure the personality constructs of
neuroticism, extraversion, openness to new experience,
conscientiousness, and agreeableness.

Subjects are asked to

indicate the degree to which they agree or disagree with
each of the statements.

The degree to which they agree or

disagree is calculated on a 5 point scale, with values
ranging from 1 to 5.
range from 48 to 240.

Scores for each of the domains can
The higher the individual's score on

each of the domains, the greater the presence of that
construct in the individual's personality.

The mean scores

and standard deviations for each of the domains are as
follows, and these mean scores will later be standardized to
get the domain scores.
Neuroticism: M=75.2 SD=l9.9
Openness : M=ll0 . 1 SD=17.5

Extraversion: M=108.5 SD=18.5
Agreeableness: M=120.1 SD=16.l

Conscientiousness: M=123.6 SD=17.4 (Costa & Mccrae, 1992)
Examples of some of the items on the NEO PI-R are
l isted below.
1. I am not a worrier.
2. I really like most people I meet.
3. I have a very active imagination.
4. I tend to be cynical and skeptical of others' intentions.
5. I'm known for my prudence and common sense.

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism 16
The final portion of the study packet will be the
Religious Fundamentalism Scale (Altemeyer & Hunsberger,

1992) .

The RF Scale contains 20 statements concerning

religious attitudes and beliefs.

As with the NEO PI-R, the

subject is to rate the degree to which they agree or
disagree with each of the statements on a 9 point Likert
scale, with values ranging from -4 to +4.
item are then converted into 1 to 9 points.
the RF Scale can range from 20 to 180.

Scores for each
Total scores on

The higher the

individual's score, the higher the degree to which that
person is considered to hold fundamentalist religious
beliefs.

A study done by Altemeyer and Hunsberger (1992)

found the mean of this scale to be 84.6, the standard
deviation to be 33, and a Cronbach's alpha of .92.

Examples

of some of the items on the RF Scale are listed below.

A *

indicates a con-trait item for which reverse scoring is to
be done.
1. God has given mankind a complete, unfailing guide to

happiness and salvation, which must be totally followed.
2. All of the religions in the world has flaws and wrong
teachings.*
3. Of all the people on this earth, one group has a special
relationship with God because it believes the most in his
revealed truths and tries the hardest to follow his laws.

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism
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4. Religion must admit all its past failings, and adapt to
modern life if it is to benefit humanity.*

Procedure

Test packets were not be administered until

all participants are present.

Before administration began,

participants were thanked for their participation, the
researcher briefly discussed the contents of the packet, and
the participants were reminded that they could withdraw at
any time from the study.
The first item of the packet completed is the informed
consent form.

Participants were asked to read and sign the

form and wait until told to move on.

Once it was clear that

all had completed this portion of the packet, they were
asked to complete the demographic information form and wait
until told to move on.

Once it was clear that all

participants had completed this form, they received a brief
description about the remaining portion of the study.
Participants were reminded that they could not leave until
all subjects had completed the entire packet, and that if
they had any questions they could ask them privately to the
researcher.
After participants had completed the packet, they were
asked to make sure that they had signed the informed consent
form and filled in all information accurately on the
demographic information form.

After all participants had
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double-checked their packets, they were be thanked again for
their participation and allowed to leave.

The total time to

complete the packet with one group was approximately one
hour.
Participants were included in either the fundamentalist
or non-fundamentalist group if their scores on the RF Scale
were at least one standard deviation above or below the
mean.

All individuals who scored within one standard

deviation were excluded.

Results

One hundred and five subjects participated

from Eastern Illinois University (EIU) and fifty three
subjects participated from Olivet Nazarene University (ONU) .
The total number of participants equaled one hundred and
fifty eight.

Of the total number, one hundred and five

matched the criteria outlined above that allowed them to be
placed into either the fundamentalist or non-fundamentalist
category.

The breakdown of that division is illustrated in

Table 1.

Table 1.

University

Summary of Fundamentalism Division

Fundamentalist

Non-Fund.

Excluded

Eastern Illinois

11

50

44

Olivet Nazarene

33

1

19

Total

105
53
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The

total number of

fundamentalists

universities equals forty-four,
non-fundamentalists
fifty-one.

between

between

the

two

while the total number of

the

two

universities

equals

Responses on the NEO PI-R by both groups were

then averaged and are illustrated on Table 2.

Table 2.

Mean Scores on the NEO Pl-R

Fundamentalism

Neur.

Open.

Extra.

Aaree.

Cons.

Fundamentalist

52.34

56.48

47.59

59.55

49.64

Non-Fundamentalist

50.16

53.05

54.18

52.15

45.16

Analysis of the correlation between scores on the RF
Scale and scores on the NEO PI-R was performed on the data
sets to determine whether or not the differences in the mean
scores

between

significant.

the

two

groups

were

statistically

Results of the analysis showed there to be

significance in two of the five doma ins measured by the NEO
PI-R.

Religious

fundamentalists

were

found

to

have

significantly higher scores than non- fundamentalists in the
Agreeableness
predicted,
lower

domain

of

the

NEO

PI-R,

E

<

0. 001 .

fundamentalists were found to have significantly

scores

than

domain, E < 0.001 .

non-fundamentalists

in

the

data

on

a

Openness

The other prediction made involving the

Neuroticism scale was not confirmed by this study.
of

As

third

scale,

Conscientiousness,

Analysis
yielded

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism 20

directional,
were

found

but not significant,
to

have

higher

scores

Fundamentalis ts

results.
on

this

scale,

difference in scores fell short of meeting the

but

the

.05 level of

significance (.061).
Complete results of the analysis can be found below in
Table 3.

Table 3.

ANOVA Comparisons between NEO Pl-R and RF Scale Scores
Mean

Sum of
Squares
Neuroticism

df

Square

F

Sia .

Between

121.143

1

121.143

13810.25
13931.39

103

134.08

300.399

1

300.399

Groups

14403.83

103

139.843

Total

14704.23

104

1109.909

1

1109.909

10305.65
11415.65

103
104

100.055

1398.981

1

1398.981

12950.58
14349.56

103
104

125.734

511 .305

1

5 11.305

Groups

14634.54

103

142.083

Total

15145.85

104

Groups

0.904

0.344

2.148

0.146

11.093

0.001

11.127

0.001

3.599

0.061

Within
Groups
Total
Extraversion

104

Between
Groups
Within

Openness

Between
Groups
Within
Groups
Total

Agreeableness

Between
Groups
Within
Groups
Total

Conscientiousness

Between
Groups
Within

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism 21
Discussion

Overall, this study determined that there

are personality differences between fundamentalist religious
individuals and non - fundamentalists.

Some of the results

found are consistent with the predictions made .

While the

Neuroticism score for fundamentalists was found to be higher
than non-fundamentalists, the result is not statistically
significant.

However, the prediction that fundamentalists

are less open to new experiences (Openness) than nonfundamentalists was supported by the results.

Significance

was further found in the Agreeableness domain, in that
fundamentalists scored significantly higher than nonfundamentalists, a result that had not been predicted.
The results of this study confirm that personality
differences do exist between fundamentalists and nonfundamentalists, but the question of why these differences
exist still remains.

It might be helpful to first analyze

the Openness domain .

The Openness scale measures an

individual's openness to new experiences.

The majority of

individuals who participated in this investigation from
Olivet Nazarene University are likely to come from
fundamentalist religious families in which they had been
raised in the Nazarene faith.

It can be said that the

individuals who reported as being Nazarene (N=38) easily
fall into the fundamentalist range with a mean score of
123.39 on the RF Scale.

The only group that scored higher
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on the RF Scale were Baptists (N=S Mean=l43.40).

One of the

defining characteristics of fundamentalism is that it is not
open to other viewpoint s.

Furthermore, in this study,

fundamentalists have been shown to be less open to new
experiences.

We may surmise that fundamentalist individuals

will be less likely to attend non-fundamentalist churches or
engage in conversation with individuals with the goal of
developing new ideas of a non-fundamentalist nature .
Analysis of scores on the Agreeableness scale showed
fundamentalists to have scored significantly higher than
non- fundamentalists.

Although differences in scores on the

Neuroticism scale were not statistically significant, Karen
Horney (1945) discussed moving toward people as a neurotic
tendency that may be exhibited by highly "agreeable" people.
Furthermore, it has been shown that persons who have
Dependent Personality Disorder typically have high scores on
the Agreeableness Scal e

(Costa & Mccrae, 1990).

Perhaps

fundamentalists seek out individuals with like-minded
beliefs who will not challenge their thoughts about
religion.

Perhaps this last statement can help to resolve

an inconsistency that can be inferred by the results of this
inves t igation .
Altemeyer and Hunsberger (1992) found that individuals
who score high on the RF Scale also scored high on the
Authoritarianism scale used in their study.

However, Costa
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and Mccrae (1992) state that "Closedness,

[indicated by low

scores on the Openness scale], does not imply hostile
intolerance or authoritarian aggression.

These qualities

are more likely to be signs of extremely low Agreeableness".
This may reflect an unwillingness to see other viewpoints.
This would also suggest that the fundamentalists in this
study would have lower scores on the Agreeableness scale,
but it is in fact just the opposite.

The results obtained

by this study contradict the statement made by Costa &
Mccrae,

(with respect to scores on the Agreeableness scale)

and would support that there is a strong correlation between
low scores on the Openness scale and high authoritarianism.
Causality of the relationship between personality and
religious belief remains an interesting topic for
investigation, because these results cannot determine
causality.

That is, the question of whether or not an

individual's personality has an effect on the religious
beliefs that they will develop, and vice-versa, remains
unanswered.

Another perspective on this question is to ask

whether or not an individual's religious beliefs may cause a
change in that person's personality.

Unfortunately, this

question cannot be answered by this study.

However, if one

maintains that personality tends to remain constant over
time, one may draw a conclusion that an individual's
personality, particularly their score on the Openness scale,

Personality and Religious Fundamentalism 24
has a bearing on their likelihood of looking into various
religious beliefs.

It could be said that because an

individual who is a fundamentalist was probably raised in a
family where those beliefs were supported, that the
foundation for that person's personality were directly
influenced by being raised in a fundamentalist religious
family,

therefore supporting a hypothesis of religion

causing a change in personality.

A confounding variable in

this equation that is presented by religious persons is that
of faith.

Perhaps one argument given by fundamentalists

would be that they have such strong convictions, and such
strong faith in the religion that they believe in, that
those beliefs would account for low scores on the Openness
scale.
Some of the limitations of this study include a small
sample size.

Perhaps more could be discovered concerning

this subject by having a larger sample size from various
universities and other institutions across the country.
Furthermore, the age of the participants also presents a
problem, as the average age of participants was only
nineteen.

Perhaps a similar study with older participants

would yield different results.

These limitations,

contradictions and questions provide groundwork for
continuing study in the area of personality and religious
beliefs.
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Appendix A
Informed Consent Form
The purpose of this study is to examine the
relationship between personality characteristics and
religious beliefs. You will be asked to respond honestly
and completely to each item in this study.
All responses to the items in this study are
confidential, meaning that neither the University you attend
nor anyone other than your administrator will have access to
your responses.
Completion of all parts of this packet should take less
than one hour, and you are asked to remain seated until all
persons are finished. You will be given credit for your
participation by your instructor .
Thank you again for your participation. Understand
that you may withdraw from this study at any time.

I understand the conditions of this study and I understand
that I may withdraw at any time.
Signed:
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Demographic Information Form
Age :
Sex:
Denomination (if any) :

Instruction Form
On the following pages you will be asked to respond to
various statements.

You are to indicate the degree to which

you agree or disagree with each statement.

It is of the

utmost importance that you participate completely and
honestly in all parts of this study, and respond to all
items as well as you can .

You will have approximately 45

minutes to complete all portions of the study, so we ask
that you please work diligently.
we ask that you please ask now.
your participation.

If you have any questions,
Thank you in advance for
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Thank you again for your participation in this study.
Please take this sheet with you. Any requests for scores or
other information should be sent to:

Jason Witt
1040 St . Andrews Circle
Rantoul, IL, 61866
witt@pdnt.com
(217)892 - 4622
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NEO PI -R to be inserted here
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Please indicate your response by circling one of the
numbers below each statement.

Please remain seated until it

has been determined that everyone has finished.

Thank you

again for your participation.

1. God has given mankind a complete, unfailing guide to
happi ness and salvation, which must be totally followed.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

2. All of the religions in the world have flaws and wrong
teachings.

-4

-3

-2

-1

Strongly
disagree

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4
Strongly
agree

3. Of all the people on this earth, one group has a special
relationship with God because it believes the most in his
revealed truths and tries the hardest to follow his laws.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree
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4. The long-established traditions in religion show the best
way to honour and serve God, and should never be
compromised.

-4

-3

-2

-1

Strongly
disagree

1

0

2

3

Neither
agree nor
disagree

4

Strongly
agree

5. Religion must admit all its past failings, and adapt to
modern life if it is to benefit humankind.

-4

-3

-2

-1

Strongly
disagree

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

6 . When you get right down to it,

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

there are only two kinds

of people in the world: the Righteous, who will be rewarded
by God; and the rest, who will not.

-4

-3

-2

-1

Strongly
disagree

0

1

2

4

3

Neither
agree nor
disagree

Strongly
agree

7. Different religions and philosophies have different
versions of the truth, and may be equally right in their own
cause.

-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree
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8. The basic cause of evil in this world is Satan, who is
still constantly and ferociously fighting against God.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

3

Neither
agree nor
disagree

4

Strongly
agree

9. It is more important to be a good person than to believe
in God and the right religion .

-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

10. No one religion is especially close to God, nor does God
favor any particular group of believers.

-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Nei t her
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

11. God will punish most severely those who abandon his true
religion.

-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0

Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree
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12. No single book of religious writings contains all the
important truths about life .
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

13. It is silly to think people can be divided into "the
Good" and "the Evil."

Everyone does some good, and some bad

things.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

14. God's true followers must remember that he requires them
to constantly fight Satan and Satan's allies on this earth.

-4

-3

-2

-1

Strongly
disagree

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

15. Parents should encourage their children to study all
religions without bias, then make up their own minds about
what to believe.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree
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16. There is a religion on this earth that teaches, without
error, God's truth.

-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4
Strongly
agree

17. "Satan" is just the name people give to their own bad
impulses.

There really is no such thing as a diabolical

"Prince of Darkness" who tempts us.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

18 ,. Whenever science and sacred scripture conflict, science

must be wrong.
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

19. There is no body of teachings, or set of scriptures,
which

lS

-4
Strongly
disagree

completely without error.
-3

-2

-1

0

Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4
Strongly
agree
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20. To leads the best, most meaningful life, one must belong
to the one, true religion .
-4
Strongly
disagree

-3

-2

-1

0
Neither
agree nor
disagree

1

2

3

4

Strongly
agree

